
One of the most beloved hymns of the church was penned in 1874 by a single woman named 
Frances Ridley Havergal. Written as a prayer, each line focuses on one dimension of what it means 
to be fully consecrated to Christ. Th e following questions are intended to help you personalize and 
apply this wonderful text. I would encourage you to set aside some time for thoughtful, prayerful 
refl ection and response.

My Life
TAKE MY LIFE, AND LET IT BE CONSECRATED, LORD, TO THEE.

• Have I made a volitional, unconditional, lifetime surrender of my life to Christ?
• Am I seeking to live out that surrender on a daily basis?
• Are there any “compartments” of my life over which I am reserving the right to exercise 

control?

My Body
TAKE MY HANDS, AND LET THEM MOVE AT THE IMPULSE OF THY LOVE. 
TAKE MY FEET, AND LET THEM BE SWIFT AND BEAUTIFUL FOR THEE.

• Am I yielding the parts of my body to God as instruments of righteousness (Rom. 6:13)?
• Do I use the parts of my body to express the kindness and love of Christ to others (e.g., using 

my hands for serving, for gentle touch)?
• Are any of the members of my body—eyes, ears, hands, feet, mouth—being used to sin 

against God (e.g., stealing, lying, listening to or repeating gossip, infl icting physical harm on 
mate or children, listening to profanity, viewing pornography, sexual sin)?
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My Tongue
TAKE MY LIPS, AND LET THEM BE FILLED WITH MESSAGES FROM THEE. 

•	 Do the words that come out of my mouth reveal that my lips and tongue are fully surrendered 
to God?

•	 Do I habitually verbalize the goodness and greatness of God?
•	 Before I speak, do I ask the Lord what He wants me to say? 

My Possessions
TAKE MY SILVER AND MY GOLD; NOT A MITE WOULD I WITHHOLD. 

•	 Do I treat any of my possessions as if they were mine rather than God’s?
•	 Do I give generously, sacrificially, and gladly to the Lord’s work and to others in need?
•	 Do I own anything that I would not be willing to part with if God were to take it from me or 

ask me to give it to another? 

My Mind
TAKE MY INTELLECT, AND USE EVERY POWER AS THOU SHALT CHOOSE.  

•	 Am I bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ (2 Cor.10:5)?
•	 Am I disciplining my mind to get to know God and His Word better?
•	 Do I habitually think about things that are just, pure, lovely, of good report, virtuous, and 

praiseworthy (see Phil. 4:8), rather than things that are unwholesome, negative, impure, 	
or vain?

My Will
TAKE MY WILL AND MAKE IT THINE; IT SHALL BE NO LONGER MINE.  

•	 Do I consistently seek to know and to do the will of God in practical, daily matters?
•	 When I read the Word of God, am I quick to say “Yes, Lord” and to do what it says?
•	 Am I submissive to the human authorities God has placed over me (civil, church, home, work)? 

My Affections
TAKE MY HEART; IT IS THINE OWN; IT SHALL BE THY ROYAL THRONE.  

•	 Am I allowing Christ to reign and rule over my affections, my emotions, and my responses?
•	 Am I easily angered or provoked?
•	 Are my desires, appetites, and longings under Christ’s control?  
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My Relationships
TAKE MY LOVE; MY LORD, I POUR AT THY FEET ITS TREASURE STORE.  

• Is it my desire and intent to love God with all my heart, above all earthly relationships? Do I 
enjoy and seek out the friendship of God as much as I do human friendships?

• Do I love God more than I love myself ? Do I seek His interests, His reputation, and His 
pleasure above my own?

• Have I surrendered to God all my desires, rights, and expectations regarding my family?
• Am I willing to sacrifi ce friendships, if necessary, in order to obey God and His call in  

my life? 

Myself
TAKE MYSELF, AND I WILL BE EVER, ONLY, ALL FOR THEE.  

• Have I surrendered all that I am and all that I have to God?
• Is there any part of myself—my plans, relationships, possessions, emotions, career, future—

that I am knowingly holding back from God?
• Have I settled the issue that the ultimate purpose of my life is to please God and bring  

Him glory? 

You may have expressed your desire to be fully surrendered to God many times before. Or you may 
just now be recognizing what it means to be totally surrendered to Him. Regardless, would you 
stop—right now, if possible—and slip to your knees before the Lord and pray, “Lord, I surrender 
every part of my being—all I am and all I have—to You”? As you pray these words, visualize the 
place where you are kneeling as an altar of sacrifi ce, and picture each part of yourself being off ered 
up to God as a living sacrifi ce.
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